A

ALDENHAM

—= PIRVEIR (SEG H OO L, —

Curriculum Policy

Managed by: Updated: Review Date:
S Galpin August 2023 August 2024
Date:

Head’s Authorisation:

S C’D‘\g August 2023

Mrs S M Galpin

INFORMATION

This is a copy a controlled document. If you are unsure of it being the most current version, please refer to the
office. If you need any changes to be made please speak to the office or the Policy Manager.
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Introduction

The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning,
personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National
Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises to enrich
the experiences of children. It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn
from the way they are treated and are expected to behave. We aim to teach children how to
grow into positive, responsible citizens, who can work and co-operate with others while ‘taking
care of their own learning’, This is so that they can achieve their true potential. We believe in
a broad curriculum enabling the pupils to become well rounded individuals.

Values

Our school curriculum is underpinned by our mission statement, our key aims and our Core
Values (Appendices 1 and 2). The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its
objective of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in
order to lead fulfilling lives.

At Aldenham we believe very strongly in offering breadth within our curriculum, so that the all-
round talents of each individual child may be developed. This involves promoting the
academic, creative and sporting facets of school life, as well as fostering children’s natural
curiosity, in order to empower them with a life- long love of learning.

At Aldenham Prep School:

o We value the way in which are children are unique, and our curriculum promotes
respect for the views of each individual child, as well as for people of all cultures. We
value the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of each person, as well as
their intellectual and physical growth.

o We value the importance of each person in our community. We organise our
curriculum so that we promote co-operation and understanding between all members
of our community.

o We respect each other for who they are and we treat them with fairness and honesty.
We aim to enable each person to be successful, and we provide equal opportunities
for all.

¢ We value our environment, and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for
our world and how we should care for it for future generations as well as our own.

Aims and objectives
The aims of our school curriculum are:

e to enable all children to learn and develop to the best of their ability;
to promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to
school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning;

e to teach children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy, computing & coding

e to teach children about their developing world, including how the environment, culture
and society have changed over time;

e to enable children to be happy, responsible and co-operative members of our
community;

e to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to
understand right from wrong
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Organisation and planning for EYFS,KS 1 & 2
We plan our curriculum in three phases:

Long Term

Initially a curriculum map or long-term plan is drawn up. This indicates the broad learning
intentions for each term and establishes which topics are to be taught to which groups of
children. We review our long term plans on an annual basis. (See Appendix 2)

Medium Term

We use the national schemes of work as a basis for much of our medium-term planning. In
EYFS, activities are planned to support the areas of learning. In our medium-term plans, we
give clear guidance on the topics to be taught week by week. We store all of our medium-term
plans stored on the intra-net, so that they can be easily updated and reviewed. (See Appendix
3)

Short Term

Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write or communicate on a weekly or daily
basis. We use these to set out the learning objectives/ WALT for each session, and to identify
which resources and activities we are going to use in the lesson. Prompts for differentiation
and assessment are included at this stage of planning, as well as relevant cross-curricular
links. (See Appendix 4)

A variety of AfL techniques are embedded in all areas of the curriculum as are steps to
success (S2S). We continue to develop our evidence of assessment and progress.

In EYFS, there is a combination of adult led and child initiated learning across the week that
support the areas of learning.

Children who require Learning Support

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum which is designed to provide access and
opportunity for all children who attend the School. We adapt the curriculum to meet the needs
of individual children. When planning, teachers set suitable learning challenges and respond
to children’s diverse learning needs. Some children have barriers to learning that mean they
have special needs and require particular action by the School.

These requirements are likely to arise as a consequence of a child having special educational
needs. Such children may need additional or different help from that given to other children
of the same age. Class Teachers/Nursery Teacher make an initial assessment and, in most
instances, can provide resources and educational opportunities which meet the child’s
requirements, within the normal class organisation. These provisions support individuals or
groups of children and thus enable them to participate effectively in curriculum and
assessment activities.

Children may have special educational needs either throughout or at any time during their
school career. This policy ensures that curriculum planning and assessment for children with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) takes account of the type and extent of
the difficulty experienced by the child. The SEND support takes the form of a four-part cycle
through which earlier decisions and actions are revisited, refined and revised with a growing
understanding of the pupil’s needs and of what supports the pupil in making good progress
and securing good outcomes. This is known as the Graduated Approach. The flow diagram
below illustrates this process.
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If a child’s need is more severe, we will involve the Head of Learning Support and, after
consultation with parents, one-to-one specialist Maths and English support can be made
available. Short-term targets are set and shared with the child and their parents; these are reviewed
at regular intervals to monitor progress.

Support from one or more outside professionals may be sought with parents’ consent e.g.
Educational Psychologist, Speech and Language Therapist, Occupational Therapist etc.
Homework

The school expects homework to be set as appropriate. As guidance we expect pupils to
spend the following times on homework:

Year Group Homework Holiday Homework
Nursery
Reception Individual reading materials are changed twice a |Reading task

week; reading every day.

Year 1 Reading every day; Spellings set for weekly test; ARReading task
2 0-minute Literacy task and a 20 minute Maths
task once a week.

Year 2 Reading every day; Reading task
Spellings set for weekly test; time tables;
a 20 minute Literacy task and a 20
minute Maths task once a week.

Year 3 Reading every day; Spellings set for weekly test; |Reading task
Times tables every week; a 20 minute Literacy
task and a 20 minute Maths task once a week;

Year 4 Reading every day; Spellings set for weekly test; |[Reading task
Times tables every week; a 30 minute Literacy
task and a 30 minute Maths task once a week;
Occasional topic work.

Year 5 Reading, spellings and times Reading task
Tables practice; a 30-40 minute Literacy task and
a 30-40 minute Maths task once a week; weekly
topic homework.

Dlanat POACA mada accaccihla far hnma 1ica in

Year 6 Reading, spellings and times tables practice; two [11+ practice papers

30-40 minute Literacy tasks and two 30-40 minute [Until Christmas;

Maths tasks a week. Occasional topic homework. [Reading task after
Planet BOFA Christmas.
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Stretch and Challenge

We are an inclusive school and provide stretch and challenge in all subjects, and indeed all
areas of school life. These opportunities exist for all children. Work is differentiated and AFL
techniques used to enable children to achieve highly and to realise success. We are in the
process of better identifying our more able learners across the curriculum and then ensuring
the teaching and learning meets their needs.

The role of the Subject Co-ordinators
We aim for the subject co-ordinators to:

contribute to the whole School Development Plan;

provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;

support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject;
monitor assessment and pupil progress in that subject area;

provide efficient resource management for the subject.

It is the role of each subject coordinator to keep up to date with developments in their subject,
at both national and local level. They review the way the subjectis taughtin the school and plan
for improvement. This development planning links to whole-school SDP objectives. Each
subject leader reviews the curriculum plans for their subject and ensures that progression is
planned into Schemes of Work. Subject leaders are also working towards keeping a portfolio
of children’s work, which will be used to show the achievements of children within each Year
Group and to give examples of expectations of attainment.

Subject coordinators are:

Given a termly/annual budget for the subject

Given staff meeting time

Given time to monitor their subject

Liaise with HoD of senior school and Subject Coordinator at St Hilda's regularly

Concerns and Complaints

Parents who have concerns about any aspect of the curriculum should discuss these in the first
instance with the pupil's Class Teacher or Key Stage Lead. If the issue is not resolved parents
should make an official complaint in writing to the Head of Prep. The school has a Complaints
Procedure in place, which can be obtained from the Head of Prep

Monitoring and review

All teaching staff are responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculumis implemented.
As part of the subject leadership programme each subject area is monitored in a cycle of review
and development. The curriculum policy is reviewed annually.
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Appendix 1
Mission Statement

The Prep School is a co-educational Independent IAPS School encompassing the Foundation
Stage which is our Nursery and Reception classes (3-5 years), the Pre-Prep Department (5-7
years) and the Prep Department (7-11 years).

Our Mission Statement states that:

‘At Aldenham Prep School, we provide a happy, nurturing and warm environment
where quality learning takes place and the needs of each individual child are fulfilled.’

Our Key aims are:

To ensure that each individual pupil is nurtured and encouraged to make the most of
their own special talents

To encourage a love of learning in order to aspire to academic excellence and a
broad education for all pupils

To emphasis the importance of the social, moral and spiritual dimensions of
community life in a multi-cultural society

To provide a well-planned, well organized environment giving children rich and
stimulating experiences

To foster good relationships and partnerships between pupils, parents, staff and the
wider community
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Appendix 2

Core Values

An Aldenham Prep pupil is Respectful, Determined, Aspirational.

+/ Respect
« Listening to each other
* Accepting and understanding feedback
« Valuing all members of society and celebrating differences
«  Showing good manners
« Speaking in a calm manner
« Being kind
* Looking after our environment and our school
* Looking after our property
« Having compassion and caring for others

/" Determination
*« Not giving up, showing persistence and resilience
+ Keeping going when a question is tough
» Practising a skill so that we get better at it
* Not worrying if we don’t understand
« Saying ‘l can do this’
*+  Working hard in anything that we find difficult
* Taking risks
* Learning from our mistakes and not worrying if we make
mistakes

v 4 Aspiration
« Aiming high!
« Having ambition
* Pushing and extending ourselves
« Believing in ourselves that we can reach our goal
* Working hard to be the best we can be
«  Knowing that there are different routes to success
« Aiming for more in a subject we find tricky
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Biography and Aulobiography Common Entrance Focus — descriplions and story | Recounts & Listening.
Different genre practice Diary wrifing The “tools of the trade’ = reading,
Science ficlion Balanced Explanations handwniting,
Mystery War Horse review Character spelling, grammar & punctuation,
Rational Stores Poetry — Spring Advertising Guided reading
Fantasy Balloon debales Revisions of the different text types Comprehensions
LSRGV Eoren oo o e
Common Entrance Persuasive writing
Historical Fiction Adverts
Joumnalistic Writing Letters
Time Travelling Balloon debales:
Descriplions
Common Entrance Practice
Flace value and Simgilifying fractions Humber and place value | Algebra Fractions, dacimals | Measures and Using & manipulating numbers 1o help
rounding Ordering fractions Measurement and Addition and and percentages capacity solve problems.
- Aﬁu,_m statistics - fﬁ.m Cﬂl'ﬂ'ﬂ.“ Handling data Exploring & developing mental
decimals Fackons ; division calculators Cacg '
10, 100, 1000 Multi step Positon and diréction Securing number
BODMAS Perimeler and area of Fractions decimals and facts
Squares triangles and rectilingar | percentages Understanding
Square rools shapes shape including
Powers of numbers | Ordering fractions circle circumference
Problem solving Adding, subfracting, and area
" Maths | buitles factors | mutiaiving and divicing
and prime numbers
CQuadrilaterals Finding fractions of
Classifying shapes | amounis
according to their Finding percentages of
properties amounts
nl:nh“ decimals and
S , Irastions
calculate unknown Pie charts and line
angles graphs
Circulatory System Healthy Lifesties Light Eleciricity Evolution and Classifying Animals Using and applying science:
_ Inhesitance investigation & experiments.
Geography | "TereRoss R - - SOumAmefa | SO Ametea | Leaming Gecorgal S
Benin Britain Since 1930s Interpreting historical evidence.

World War Il
The Holocaus!

Appreciating chronslogy & history.
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Follow Leader

Key Dates 2 INSET DAYS
1 2 3 4 5 6 T 2&9 10 11 12 13 14 15
SUbiE ct/ = *h th L] (] h. Half e rl thi th
Week 31 Aug T Sept 14" Sept | 21st Sept | 28" Sept 5% Oct 12* Oct Tarm 2 Naow 9% Mow 16" Maw 23rd Mav 30 Nov 7ih Dec
Presentstion / . " _ . _ . _ .
- _ Poetry Bills new Eills new Report Repaort Repaort Waices in the Waoices in the Waoices in the
EngIISh Es;?;;g:m Free werse frock frock wiriting wiriting writing Myths Myths Myths Park Park Park
C2 —
1 - CE - 5
= 3 : S subtracting c4 — .
C- 1 Gounting Comparing Finding ©2-Adding without Multiglying C#—_Multlples iing 2
oy I in Thousands. and (o IS sums by by [ i R _ of 10, 2and
- = : . d using Mantal renaming aaipl C3 — Solving by @ and 1 — and 3 Digit
Maths Counting in Hundreds, Ordering Rounding adding strategiss subiractin Mluittiphying by 8.7.8 ] Diwiding byl numbers
Hundreds and Tens and Ones Mumbers Mumbers o without Findin_ with 2 by 11 '1'2 ' e Mot g by numbers, Saki : d
Twenty Fives Using Place Making estimate renaming diffa d . 8,7.9.11,12 . P ultiphying multiples of o "'t'“Q wo
“Walus number adding with b gETIEN BN A 100 problems
atterns renarmin, Solvwing wiord nurnbers
P _ 9 prablems
Animals
i ncluding .
NﬂL:::g";g Identifying Decision bilow Mo lesson ;I;: riﬂ::;uonf humans Keaping Cn?ill-apl']:glt-lhg Understandin
Sci Diiagnostic Flowering and C;'-':ﬁ“ginng trees CT_'E'LQ.EE_[D due fo EndSDf_ mpf'i? human g'la_gr!c'stlcr me:.q :?;;ZI}" and adult g the End of tapic
clence test Sortin non-flowering ifferent Clas=ifyin St Harvest A = el activity on =Swisian o whic = teath digestive test
- ng 9 animals e ¥ing affect liwing 5 wacabulany nuirition of all are good for S il
liwing things plants living things. E festival the . Understandin system
into grougps things envirnonmeant anirnals our testh? g the role
mcluding
humans
Coding Online To craste Spreadshast
Design and 3 Lsing L Using 2 code and share an Using the . Exploring
C ti write 3 Varlia“g;a:ea d repeatition Dek: . I"".:‘_r;r"ng to make 3 SE;]afe_ry online safety formiula Timer and Line Graph: e rle-l:r_llllaenq Place Walus
omputing program that e [ and user =oupping \fariahles. control hﬂmv;:ln% of presentation wizard in the spin button ine tErapns fu': hudae‘tir_n waith
accomplishes ST input T simulation 5 o and info advanced 9 8 spreadsheet
& specific goal onlingE St materials mode
Planning a Food identify “miakes “rmake
Sketchi Designing a mosaic Trip to ki hygiens p==l, different E?Eeréc?m SCOMNSS. SCOMNEs.
skiIIsE sﬁ:FIigfe Designing a mosaic using stons Wearulamium B o Intﬁes. chop and ingradients thinkin, =
- _ MO ESic cutting and tiles — can Sketching i How best to slic= fruits and decides 2 “write out a “write out a
At/ DT INSET from items 5 d - g using growt abgut f f
brought in 2g quare stickling we create artefacts in andeR recycle and whather wea flavours and recipe recipe
tant nods pap=sr sguares of T DT and around il wegetables likz them or ‘e correcthy and correcthy and
piant po paper picture’patt the museum i safely and not Ures. accurately. accurately.
2 correcty.
MOVEMEMT PHYSICAL PHYSICAL FREEZEFRA MIME
THEATRE THEATRE ME
tilizing To establish
specific To explore To revisit To add levels use of mime
mowvemsnt Expression the concept and Wit
skills freely in through of Phiysical emotions to precizion
Eroup with synchronis Thestre and Fresze-
Drama INSET expression ed devise 3 Frame
mowvemsnt phrygsical The Flague
sEguEnce Conflict balls
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Appendix 5
Short Term Plan — Year 3

+/EAR 3 WEEKLY PLAN 2020 - 2021 Christmas Term Week 4
Ak / LoTC/
Time B.50 9. 25 10.35 11.15 11.50 1.15 1.55 2.45 .
e | 1 2 e —— 3 a 12.30 5 6 235 7 '---R"dET'h'i'::iTg'"g &
E Dg“ﬁh - :&!ﬂiﬂiﬂ Qa.mpuﬂnq_— Maths - Independent
thinking encouraged
NQ)\M&{].CLPQT sz(ld',& - during ‘In Focus’ task,
L L = TW Music Video = children to explore and
= I PR I -g cﬂd‘ﬂq ask questions around the
] " g Lesson 2 given theme
& Look at a xariety of = Chapter 2 lLessan | "
E‘ newspaper reports ond _§ WAL T understand the inverse. PE (JF & AE) tsMars.— wiriting
E discuss their features. Look | § —
= at Why, What, Who, How, 2
A
- i - Maths - Independent
w Maths - Eﬂq“ﬁh thinking encouraged
: during ‘In Focus’ task,
E = Ch uP&r 2 lessan 243 children to explore and
A -g Jtm MEB [ I [ ask guestions around the
'E i v N N given theme
i § 3 = @ | information and
"E w | = g summarice main | &sMark - presenting
[ & ] [ 5
] | 5 = ideas. posty
£
§ 3 Class display work.
Maths -
<
> = Extreme Farth - lesson 3
'g E Chapter 2 |lesson 4
: g
=
5 Stage \Year 3\Miss BonnlYear Dacuments| JIGSAW
3 —Relationships. i | PSHE\Jigsamw Teaching
. \A\ At —Relationships in Ark i
:é“ Swim (JF & AE) % Materials) Year 3

Chapter 1 - Being Me in My
World
Lesson 4
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September Appendices |Update Planning SG
2019 examples
September 4 Update homework  |Updated SG
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September 5 ‘Given’ from ‘give’  |Grammar SG
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September 5 Replace ‘observe’  [To encompass role of the |SG
2019 with ‘monitor’ for coordinator

subject coordinators
September 1 Take out New National Curriculumis no |SG
2020 longer the New National
Curriculum
September 2 )Addition of how the [For clarification SG
2020 areas of learning are
supported in EYFS
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2020 Learning Support
paragraphs
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Challenge
September Appendices |Update Planning Updated SG
2020 examples
August 2022 [Front Page |Change name on Change of Head and SG
front cover and Position
‘Acting’
August 2022  [Front Page |Change of Crest Updated Crest SG




Head and replaced
with Key Stage Lead

structure in progress

August 2022 1 Removal of the 5Cs [Updated in line with our new|SG
replaced with Our Core Values
Core Values

August 2022 |Appendix 2 |Removal of the 5Cs [Updated in line with our new|SG
replaced with Our Core Values
Core Values

August 23 Front page |Removal of Acting |Appointment s permanent |SG
from Acting Head Head

August 23 4 Removal ‘for which [No longer charge for SG
there will be an additional learning support
additional charge’ [l€ssons

August 23 4 Removal of Pupil Update in procedures —no [SG
Passport longer use pupil passports

August 23 5 Inclusion of Planet  |Planet BOFA used as a tool |SG
BOFA on Homework ffor 11+ preparation
table

August 23 6 Change from ‘meet’ |More links and SG
to ‘liaise’ and communication across the
inclusion of St Hilda's|Foundation have been
Subject Coordinator |established

August 23 6 Removal of Deputy [Review of management SG




